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politics, and even attempted to affect the presi-
dential election by making public a note addressed
to the Secretary of State complaining of the be-
havior of the Administration. In Adams's opinion
this note had some adverse effect in Pennsylvania
but no other serious consequences, since it was
generally resented. Meanwhile Pinckney arrived
in France in December, 1796, and the Directory
refused to receive him. He was not even per-
mitted to remain in Paris; but honors were
showered upon Monroe as he took his leave. In
March, 1797, Adet withdrew, and diplomatic
relations between the two countries were entirely
suspended. By a decree made two days before
Adams took office, the Directory proclaimed as
pirates, to be treated without mercy, all Americans
found serving on board British vessels, and ordered
the seizure of all American vessels not provided
with lists of their crews in proper form. Though
made under cover of the treaty of 1778, this latter
provision ran counter to its spirit and purpose.
Captures of American ships began at once. As
Joel Barlow wrote, the decree of March 2, 1797,
"was meant to be little short of a declaration of
war."
The curious situation which ensued from the